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Auditor’s Welcome
Welcome to Trinity! 

Congratulations on successfully navigating the Leaving, the CAO, the hellscape of the 
Dublin housing market, and making it to Front Square for Freshers’ Week. Now it’s 
time to join Trinity’s biggest, and the world’s oldest, student society. 

With an unrivalled tradition of promoting discussion stretching back two and a half 
centuries, the Hist is the heart of Trinity and a world-wide community of students and 
alumni who enjoy a good discussion. Joining the Hist lets you take part in the ongo-
ing conversation between generations of members, world experts, and people that will 
become your life-long friends.

Of course, you’ll also be able to avail of our free breakfasts, lavish receptions, and 
exclusive discounts in Dublin’s best restaurants, bookshops, and venues. Not to men-
tion the Society’s substantial lending library, a snooker room, and recreational spac-
es where you can relax with friends! And, if you get tired of the Pale you can look 
forward to our big weekends away to Cork, Galway, and Belfast.  

This year marks the Hist’s 250th Anniversary and there has been a tremendous col-
lege-wide effort to organise special celebratory events. Get ready for Hist250 (!!) 
and expect a huge variety of excellent guests, lively debates, and balls galore. Our 
friends from societies around the world will be joining us for the celebrations and 
you can look forward to making friends from the UK, US, and Europe! 

But to kick of the week, and the year, with a bit of fun come along to the Hist’s 250th 
Birthday Party on Monday Night in the GMB. Check out our Freshers’ Week timetable 
(pg. 5) for more excellent events, and come to our Wednesday Night debate for ex-
cellent speeches, live music from Trinity Orchestra, and a reception the likes of which 
hasn’t been seen since before the fall of Rome.  

For 250 years the Hist has been the difference between getting a degree and getting 
an education - between going to college and the college-experience. To get involved 
just say hello to one of our lovely Committee members – they’re always up for a chat, 
after all, it’s what we do!

Luke is a final year Nanoscience student and, as Auditor, is responsible 
for the overall running of the Society. When not orchestrating the Hist’s 
activities he enjoys classifying clouds, reading 19th century poetry, and 
getting overly excited about microscopes. Talk to him about loose-leaf tea, 
antiques, or the inevitable heat-death of the universe. You probably won’t 
regret it.
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The GMB

Ground Floor 
Here you’ll find our debating chamber which is where the Hist holds all its major 
events. Every Wednesday night at 7.30 PM we hold a debate where student speakers 
get to engage with world-famous experts on a different topic each week. Check out 
the term card and guest line-up to see what’ll be on in the Chamber this year!

First Floor 
The Hist Conversation Room (a.k.a. Convo) is where the Hist hosts its lavish          
receptions and some guest lectures. Convo is where many members relax and 
talk or read some of our complimentary papers and magazine. This is one of the      
loveliest rooms on campus and recently underwent major renovations for the 250th 
celebrations! 
The Hist Committee Room is also on this floor. If Convo is the heart of the Society, 
then Committee is the brain. It’s where all the meetings and planning for the Society 
take place. If you have any questions this is where to go, please feel free to call in 
and say hello!

Second Floor 
This is where you’ll find the Snooker and Pool Rooms which provide games and 
diversions for all of our members. The tables are available to use all day making the 
second floor a popular place to while away the time between lectures. 

Third Floor 
The GMB Computer room is on this floor and is an excellent place to get some work 
done, print off an essay, or play minesweeper. 



How To Get Involved?How To Get Involved?
Debating

Maidens – This is a fun and easy way to learn how to debate. Each week you get a topic to 
explore and are helped to write speeches by experienced debaters. Maidens is an excellent 
way to meet new and old university students alike and a fantastic way to gain confidence in 
public speaking.

Debating Trips – The Hist sends groups to other colleges around Ireland to meet new people 
and debate in competitions. If you want to escape from Dublin for a weekend to Cork, Gal-
way, Belfast, or Edinburgh, speak to Caoimhin Hamill the Debates Convenor

Public Speaking  

Derbies of Rhetoric – These are relaxed events where members can speak for 7 minutes on 
whatever topic they want. If you are interested in anything from China’s influence in Af-
rica, the History of Batgirl, or whacky conspiracy theories come along to hear some Derby 
speeches! If you’re passionate about an obscure topic that you feel other people should know 
more about sign up to speak at a derby with Jack Kennedy who organises these events.  

Chamber Debating/Public Speaking – Chamber debates are the heart of the society. Come 
along to the GMB chamber every Wednesday at 19.30 to engage with expert guest speakers 
and fellow students on a range of different topics. See the Term Card (pg. 7) for upcoming 
debates and talk to Jack Synnott, corrsec@thehist.com, if you’d like to speak! After each de-
bate we have a lavish reception with complimentary refreshments.
 
Training – Learn to put together arguments for essays and speeches, to convince your op-
ponents, and win every passive-aggressive dinner-table “discussion”. Training is run for all 
levels by experienced teachers and world standard speakers. Hist members have gone on 
to be speechwriters for presidents and Taoiseachs and you’ll be lucky enough to hear their 
pearls of wisdom. (Caoimhin Hamill, our Debates Conevener, can also help you with this,  
contact him at dc@thehist.com)

Social
Tea and Toast – Get together for members to chat and have complimentary tea, coffee, and 
toast. These are regular events for all Histies – keep an eye on your member emails and our 
facebook page.

Social – The Hist has the best social events on campus. From the classy Hist Ball to the 
watching the Toy-Show on the Night Before Histmas get ready for 4 years of fun and 
friendship. Talk to Gabi Fullam, (events@thehist.com), about our social events if you’d like to 
learn more!



 9:00am -12:00pm
Breakfast and Games
with CardSoc
Hist Convo

12:00pm - 2:00pm
Cupcake Designing
with VTP
Hist Convo

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Speed Friending
with SPIN 1038
Hist Convo

4:00pm - 6:00pm
Freshers Debate: Lecturers V 
Students
Chamber

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Best of Dublin: Free Dinner 
with the Hist
Pablo Picantes, Meet in Hist 
Convo

8:00pm - Night
Hist 250 Birthday Party
with Trinity Ents, VDP, Polsoc 
Gmb

Mon day Tuesday
9:00am -12:00pm
Breakfast
with Amnesty
Hist Convo

12:00pm - 2:00pm
Puppy Room
with Peata Pet Therapy
Chamber

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Debating 101 and Pizza
Hist Convo

4:00pm - 6:00pm
Mosaic Making
with DU Classical Society
Hist Rec Room

6:00pm - 8:00pm
German Reception
with German Soc
Hist Convo
8:00pm - Night
Quiz 
With Cumann Gaelach and Quizsoc 
Hist Convo 
Afters at Conradh

Wednesday
9:00am -12:00pm
Vegan Break-fast 
with VeganSoc
Hist Convo

12:00pm - 2:00pm
Yoga and Brunch 
with DU Yoga 
Hist Convo

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Picnic, Food, Games
with BotSoc
Rose Garden

4:00pm - 6:00pm
Tote Bag Designing
Hist Convo

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Debate Reception 
with DU Orchestra
Hist Convo, Chamber

8:00pm - Night
Debate:
Debate Afters: ‘Angel 
of History’ party
With the Metafi zz 
At Workmans

Thur sday
9:00am -12:00pm
Bookish Breakfast
with LitSoc
Hist Convo

12:00pm - 2:00pm
Movie 
with Filmsoc 
Hist Convo

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Burke Panel: Combatting 
Extremism in 2019
Hist convo

4:00pm - 6:00pm
Horrible Histories
with DU History
Hist Convo

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Cocktail Making
with DU Food and Drink
Hist Convo

8:00pm - Night
Paint the Town Pink: City 
Trawl
with Qsoc
Hist Convo, Pantibar

Friday
 9:00am -12:00pm
Wind Down Breakfast 
with Qsoc
Hist Convo

12:00pm - 2:00pm
Meditation 
With DU Meditation 
Hist Rec Room

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Mario Kart 
with DUCSS and Japan 
Soc
Hist Convo
4:00pm - 6:00pm
Ice Cream and            
Discourse 
Hist Convo

6:00pm - 8:00pm
7-Murder Mystery 
with Players and VisArts 
Players Theatre Chamber

8:00pm - Night
Murder Mystery contd.

Freshers WeekFreshers Week



Every Wednesday night, the Hist holds two meetings one after the other. During these, the business of the      
Society is conducted, debates are held, and the Agenda of the Society is set.

The First Meeting: Private Business
This is generally quite a short but important meeting, as it where motions of society governance are 
passed and where the General Committee is held to account by the ordinary members. It always 
follows the same running order, and begins when the Auditor, Luke, calls an ordinary member to the 
Chair. Then our Records Secretary, Sophie, reads the minutes of our last private business meeting - 
this is to let members know what was decided at the last private business meeting and lets people 
know what, if any, changes have been made since the last Wednesday. Bríd, our Treasurer, then im-
poses any outstanding fines, which almost never happens (though the CorrSec department will hap-
pily impose our own fines on anyone who tries to argue that Paul McGann wasn’t the best Dr. Who). 
The Librarian, Laura, then opens the floor for questions or other business, this is your opportunity to 
ask Officers questions about the Society’s business. Just raise your hand and wait to be called by the 
Chair! After this has been resolves, the Auditor will check back in to determine if there are any new 
fines before private business officially concludes.
For more info on the Society see out “Point of Order” Magazine, available from any committee mem-
ber and on our website.

The Second Meeting: Public Business
Once private business ends, the invited guests are brought into the Chair by me, the CorrSec. After the Chair 
calls the House to order, and Sophie reads out minutes of the last public business meeting, which generally 
takes the form of a humorous speech which has little to do with the actual business of the society. After that 
the debate begins. Eight humble speakers holdforth, communing with the gods of rhetoric and astounding us 
mere mortals with the sheer depths of their oratorical skill. Grown men weep. National debt crises are resolved. 
Bad jokes are made. The Chair has the unenviable task of summarising that which can never be summarised: 
debate. The Motion is put to the House, and the audience votes for the side they most agree with - While both 
sides are competing against each other, in the end, without fail, discourse prevails!

Correspondence 
    Secretary

Jack Synnott 
    Maggie Lar son 
    Julie Leenane
    Alex  Soo 

Jack Synnott is a third year Law and Politics student. He is a fan 
of Dr Who, socialism, and Derrida’s seminal work of linguistic 
theory, ‘Of Grammatology’

Julie Leenane is a Third Year History and English student. Her 
favourite thing about the Hist is the chamber debates every 
Wednesday, which she definitely doesn’t go to just for the 
reception after.

Medals 
Want to win €200.00? Every year the Hist awards prizes to recognize the excellence of its members in oratory, 
composition (English), and history. Each winner receives the Society’s prestigious gold/silver Medal and a cash 
prize of 200 euro! More details about the entry requirements and important dates can be found on our website, 
by asking a member of the Committee, or emailing corrsec@thehist.com 

Maggie Larson is a 2nd year maths student. Maggie’s first crush 
was the guy from Horrible Histories, and she fully believed he 
would someday fall in love with her.

Alex is a third year Medicine student. He does not, in fact, have 
pink hair, nor has he ever had pink hair. 



MichaelmasTerm Card
Freshers Week  
4th  September   

Th is House Believes that Big Brother is    
Watching Us:

Week 1
11th September     : Th is House Believes that Any Solution to   

Climate Change Must be Socialist
Week 2
18th  September   

:
:

:

:

:

:

:

:
:

:

:

Week 12
27th November  

Week 11
20th November  

Week10
13th  November

Week 9
6th November

Week 8
30th October

Week 7
23rd October

Week 6
16th October

Week 5
9th October

Week 4
3rd October    

Week 3
25th September

Th is House Believes that Freedom is the    
Enemy of Equality 

Th is House Would Colonise Mars

Inaugural Meeting: On Leadership in Crisis

Th is House Would Elect Politicians by      
Lottery
Maidens Final 

Th is House Believes Trinity is Failing its 
Students 
Th is House Believes Art Can Change the 
World

Th is House Supports a Sex Strike 

Medalists for Oratory: Th is House Supports 
Violent Protest in Hong Kong

Th is House Would Not Have Children 

Th is House Believes it is Impossible to be 
Apolitical



Setanta Centre

Phone: 01 679 917

Nassau St. Dublin 2

E-mail: info@reads.ie

BLACK & WHITE 
100GSM

FASTEST 
TURNAROUND
ON PRINTING

&
BINDING

HARD BINDING

Only 5C 
€25.00 

Only 25C from €3.50
COLOUR 100GSM SOFT BINDING

STRESSED ABOUT 
PRINTING?

UPLOAD YOUR THESIS/PROJECT/ESSAY ONLINE 

A N D  C O L L E C T  T H E  S A M E  DAY
T&C ’S APPLY

NAT I O N W I D E  P O S TA G E  AVA I L A B L E
OR 

@ WWW.READS.IE 

Y O U  C O U L D  PAY  M O R E  E L S E W H E R E
B U T  W H Y  S H O U L D  Y O U ?

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
IRELAND!

Avalon Kennedy 


Avalon Kennedy 




Upcoming GuestsUpcoming Guests

Alibhe Smyth  LGBTQ+ and Feminist Activist

Margaret Atwood 

   Novelist, f
eminist activist,      

environmental activist

Reni Eddo Lodge
   Journalist, Author, 

Feminist activist

George  R.R. Martin
    Author of A Song of Ice 
and Fire, Novelist and short 
story writer

Kumi Nadoo
    Secretary-General of 
Amnesty International

Jane Goodall
Primatologist, anthropologist, 
environmental activist.

Andrew Harrop  Head of the Socialist think-
tank, The Fabian Society



Past Guests and MembersPast Guests and Members

Former     
Members

Former     
Members

Sir Winston Churchill

John Hume

Natalie Dormer
Gordon Brown

Liam Cosgrave

Joseph Stiglitz

Sinead O’Connor

Ian Paisley

Dionne Warwick

Rev. Jesse Jackson

Patti Smith

Tommy Tiernan

Evanna Lynch

Joseph Fink

Jeffrey Cranor

Magarethe Vestager

Sir Martin Poliakoff

Colm Williamson
Charles Haughey

Steven Moffat
Eddie Izzard

Noam Chomsky

PantiBliss

Caroline Lucas

Edward Kennedy

Bertie Ahern

Michael D. Higgins

Jose Manuel Barroso

Al Sharpton

Bob Geldof
Patrick Stewart

Desmond Tutu

W.B. Yeats

Dan Brown

Mary Harney

Edmund Burke

Oscar Wilde

Robert Emmet

Theobald Wolfe Tone

 Bram Stoker

 Samuel Beckett

Ernest Walton

Shane Ross

Thomas Moore

David O’Sullivan

Brian Lenihan

Mary Robinson

Douglas Hyde

F.H. Boland

Thomas Emmet

Robert Ross

Thomas Davis



Record  
Secretary

There are a billion ways you can get involved with the oldest, bluest, coolest society in college- the Hist!

One of the easiest ways to get involved (and most fun, in my completely objective opinion as the convenor) 
is to sign up for Maidens! The Hist Maidens Competition is a competition we run every year for first time 
college debaters. It starts early in first term with very chill debating rounds each week, a focus on learning 
the ropes of debating, and lots of fun! 

There are five of these rounds and you can do one every week. We get that it’s probably your first time 
debating, so we focus on learning the basic debating ropes, and making sure everyone has a chill balmy time. 
We then move to quarter finals and semifinals before culminating in the most glam affair you can imagine - 
our grand Hist Maidens final. Everyone is invited to come, dress up, and bang the table with us!

We’ll send you on hints and tips in our weekly emails when we send you on the schedule for rounds, and 
workshops will be run throughout the term to help you get your bearings. Maidens is a competition focused 
on development, so we have loads of experienced people giving you feedback and helping out! Obviously it’s 
great in terms of critical thinking skills of logic and public speaking but really the best thing about Maidens 
is the friends you make and fun you have! 

So come on up the steps of the GMB, argue with some strangers and make some friends. Who knows - you 
might just win the damn thing (Talk to Sophie, our Records Secretary, to sign up!)

Maidens

Sop hie Fur lon g Tighe
   Ben McCon key
   Ben Ryan

Sophie Furlong Tighe is a second year Drama and Theatre studies 
student. She owns 5 different literary related tote bags and is deeply 
ashamed of this.

Ben Ryan is a second year BESS student. He is one of the two great 
Bens in the Record Secretary department. 

Benjamin McConkey is a 2nd Year PPES student. He once went to a 
Halloween party dressed as philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. Which 
you could say is utterly amazing and utterly enchanting. 



Derbies
Do you like saying words? Do you like doing so in a chill, no pressure environment?  Do 
you like listening to words? Derbies of Rhetoric sound like just your thing! Speakers can 
sign up to speak for seven minutes on any subject they want! This provides us all a chance 
to hear passionate people speaking on a diverse range of topics; from Harry Potter to urban 
planning, from feminism to fast fashion. It’s a cosy, informal setting making it a great way to 
get involved with the Hist, improve your skills of rhetoric ,and get to know new people! 

Talk to Jack Kennedy, Chair of the Burke Subcommittee, to hear more about Derbies, and 
follow our Facebook pages to keep an eye on events, sign up sheets, Workshops of Rhetoric 
and upcoming themed Derbies! 

Panels
The Burke Sessions Subcommittee also runs very cool and interesting panels with very cool 
and exciting guests! Burke Panels are a forum for nuanced discussion of complex, topical 
issues. Held in the Conversation Room, these panels involve a diverse range of speakers and 
always produce high-level debate and discourse. Recent topics have included women in 
STEM, direct Provision, and student activism. These panels are so good that they’re award 
winning, with our Irish Travelling community panel having won an Equality Champions 
award in 2017. We have both guests and student speakers so there’s a constructive format 
to share and develop ideas. Come! Ask some questions! Learn things! Talk to our Burke chair, 
Jack, to learn more about these panels, and keep an eye on our facebook page for updates!

Burke
 Subcommittee

Jack Kennedy 
       Pierce Sinnott
       Maria Pachowicz

Pierce is a 4th year nanoscience student, as well as a former Hist MC and SMC. 
Please forgive him when he forgets your name for the umpteenth time: his head is 
comprised of 90% hair and 10% assorted Yugioh trivia.

Jack is 22, and a fourth year engineer student. He’s blocked on Snapchat by the 
Hilary Clinton 2016 campaign account.

Maria is a fi nal year maths and psychology student. She prizes  herself on her exten-
sive knowledge of Twitter cat accounts and has convinced herself that that’s a valid 
replacement for a personality.
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Librarian

Caoi mhin Hamill
   Sean Gor don  Dalton 
   Aisling Roo ney 

Debates ConvenerDebates Convener

Aisling is a second year TSM History & Classical 
Civilisation student who is currently on a 
profoundly emotional and deeply personal quest 
to find a fun fact about herself

Sean Gordon Dalton is a second year PPES 
student, who’s dodgy knees, technological 
ineptitude and cluelessness about social media 
makes him the Hist’s resident “old man”.

Caoimhin Hamill is a PPES student. He hails from Lurgan, the Venice of 
Armagh, and likes patterns that don’t clash, Quiet Heads, and a lot of law 
and order.

Everyone is welcome at the Hist, especially to debate! We’re a debating society with a huge number of  
successes - from having finalists at the European and World Debating Championships, the most winners 
of the Irish Times Public Speaking Competition ever, and a fantastic track record of training new debaters. 
However, this isn’t the be all and end all of debating. Debating is fundamentally about meeting new people 
and participating in a fun activity, it’s a vibrant community with the more the merrier!

To make everything as clear as possible we’ve answered a few questions you might have in the  following 
paragraphs.

How does debating work?
The most common style of debating used around the world is the British Parliamentary format. We use it 
too. This means that speakers are judged on the quality of their arguments, not the form or way in which 
they are delivered. A motion and side are given to each team at the start of each debate. There are four 
teams in each debate - two on proposition and two on opposition. They are then given time to prepare 
before speaking.

Where can you debate?
Debating can seem intimidating, but nobody expects you to know everything! To make sure everyone is 
in an environment they feel comfortable asking questions we will be running an Intro to Debating workshop 
during Freshers Week with a few fun activities.

If you miss this workshop, don’t worry! We’ll have weekly beginner training sessions throughout the year. 
The time of these will be decided by a poll taken in the “Hist Freshers 250” Facebook group. This is a great 
way to meet new people, have a good time, and find out if you enjoy debating.

The other aspect of when and where you can debate is at competitions. We have several external compe-
titions throughout the year aimed at first time speakers, such as the UCD Novice IV, National Maidens, the 
Cork IV, and Galway. Some are in Dublin city while others are held in different universities around Ireland. 
These competitions are a great place to go with a friend and to meet new people. 

We’ll arrange the logistics like travel and accommodation so sign up on the sheet outside the Hist        
Committee Room in the GMB, in the weekly email, or on the online signup sheet in Hist Freshers 250. Sign-
up to our “Pro-Am” competition where you’ll be paired with an experienced debater an who can show 
you the ropes!

Who do I talk to about debating? 
My name is Caoimhin Hamill and as the Hist Debates Convenor I run all things debating related. You can 
email me at dc@thehist.com if you have any questions. You can talk to anyone on the Committee about 
debating but my pros, Aisling and Sean, are especially happy to help!



Librarian
Every year the Librarian department runs several schools debating competitions. 
These aim to help secondary school students gain experience with debating and pub-
lic speaking- some of you may have experienced this firsthand! It’s also a great way 
for college students to get involved in debating, as we judge all of the debates for 
these competitions. 

The main competition we organize is the Leinster Schools Debating Competition, 
which runs for most of the year, starting in first term. Rounds for this are held every 
second or third Tuesday evening here in Trinity. We also run Mace competitions in 
second term, which follow a similar format to the type of weekend-long debating 
competitions that happen at university level debating. The Girls’ Mace also serves the 
additional purpose of aiming to increase the number of girls and women involved in 
debating by having all female participants speaking in the competition, as well as it 
being entirely run and judged by women.

Helping to judge a round or two for any of these competitions is a great opportunity 
for anyone new to debating or judging, as you judge alongside experienced judges, 
so no previous experience is necessary! As well as learning more about how debates 
are judged, you’ll also get to know and make friends with other Hist members. If 
you’d like to get involved, you can speak to our Librarian, Laura, or just head over to 
the GMB when we’ve a schools competition happening. Keep an eye on our Facebook 
page and weekly emails to know when we’ve any rounds coming up that you can 
volunteer for!

Laur a Crean
    Laur a Egan
     Darr  agh Senchyna

Events Covener

Gabriwllw Fullam
    Mar ia Cullen
   Medh Hur ley

Gabi Fullam is a second year PPES student. She 
hails from Lucan, the Paris of Dublin, and likes 
clashing patterns, Talking Heads, and a little bit 
of controlled chaos

The Ents department exists to make sure you have a good time. And there will be a lot of good 
times in 250. Our Freshers Week events are but a mere taste of what we have in store for this 
year. Be sure to check out our Freshers week nights out, as well as our more relaxed day time 
events so you don’t miss out! 
 
Nights Out
Our weekly Wednesday night debates follow an absolutely amazing reception, and are followed by ab-
solutely ‘LIT’ nights out in venues across Dublin, Wednesdays are not to miss. Key nights out such as Hist 
Ball, M(HIST)ery tours, and others will also be HIGHLIGHTS of first year. We swear. 

Events
Apart from that, we promise weekly morning tea and toast, 
movies, day trips, gallery visits, and all sorts of other things that 
can fill your long gaps between your lectures (for you fellow arts 
students) or provide relief in between library cramming. Let our Events 
Convenor, Gabrielle, know if you have any ideas,are craving a group ice 
cream excursion, or a particular movie marathon. The Ents department 
exists to please, and to party while we are in our prime.

Maria Cullen is a second year social work 
student from county Wexford. My claim to fame 
is that I once played God in a play where a cast 
member wet themselves on stage, and it’s been 
downhill since there

Medh Hurley is a second year TSM 
English Literature and Music student. 
in her spare time away from the Hist 
and french horn-related activities, 
Medb buys and sells within the    
coloured clip black market of Dublin.

Laura Crean is 3rd year Science student.    
Mistaken for others constantly Laura is the 
Hists #1 shapeshifter, beware her powers and 
also volunteer for schools!!

Laura Egan is a second year BESS student. 
With a love for musicals, this Pro-Librarian 
follows the motto “The show must go on!”.

Darragh Senchyna is a second year Maths 
and Philosophy TSM student. Fun Fact: 
according to forbears.io, Darragh is one of 88 
people on earth with the last name senchyna, 
and probably the only one of those with the 
first name Darragh.

Caoi mhin Hamill
   Sean Gor don  Dalton 
   Aisling Roo ney 

Debates ConvenerDebates Convener

Aisling is a second year TSM History & Classical 
Civilisation student who is currently on a 
profoundly emotional and deeply personal quest 
to find a fun fact about herself

Sean Gordon Dalton is a second year PPES 
student, who’s dodgy knees, technological 
ineptitude and cluelessness about social media 
makes him the Hist’s resident “old man”.

Caoimhin Hamill is a PPES student. He hails from Lurgan, the Venice of 
Armagh, and likes patterns that don’t clash, Quiet Heads, and a lot of law 
and order.

Everyone is welcome at the Hist, especially to debate! We’re a debating society with a huge number of  
successes - from having finalists at the European and World Debating Championships, the most winners 
of the Irish Times Public Speaking Competition ever, and a fantastic track record of training new debaters. 
However, this isn’t the be all and end all of debating. Debating is fundamentally about meeting new people 
and participating in a fun activity, it’s a vibrant community with the more the merrier!

To make everything as clear as possible we’ve answered a few questions you might have in the  following 
paragraphs.

How does debating work?
The most common style of debating used around the world is the British Parliamentary format. We use it 
too. This means that speakers are judged on the quality of their arguments, not the form or way in which 
they are delivered. A motion and side are given to each team at the start of each debate. There are four 
teams in each debate - two on proposition and two on opposition. They are then given time to prepare 
before speaking.

Where can you debate?
Debating can seem intimidating, but nobody expects you to know everything! To make sure everyone is 
in an environment they feel comfortable asking questions we will be running an Intro to Debating workshop 
during Freshers Week with a few fun activities.

If you miss this workshop, don’t worry! We’ll have weekly beginner training sessions throughout the year. 
The time of these will be decided by a poll taken in the “Hist Freshers 250” Facebook group. This is a great 
way to meet new people, have a good time, and find out if you enjoy debating.

The other aspect of when and where you can debate is at competitions. We have several external compe-
titions throughout the year aimed at first time speakers, such as the UCD Novice IV, National Maidens, the 
Cork IV, and Galway. Some are in Dublin city while others are held in different universities around Ireland. 
These competitions are a great place to go with a friend and to meet new people. 

We’ll arrange the logistics like travel and accommodation so sign up on the sheet outside the Hist        
Committee Room in the GMB, in the weekly email, or on the online signup sheet in Hist Freshers 250. Sign-
up to our “Pro-Am” competition where you’ll be paired with an experienced debater an who can show 
you the ropes!

Who do I talk to about debating? 
My name is Caoimhin Hamill and as the Hist Debates Convenor I run all things debating related. You can 
email me at dc@thehist.com if you have any questions. You can talk to anyone on the Committee about 
debating but my pros, Aisling and Sean, are especially happy to help!



Bríd O’Don nell
Jack Williams
Bríd O’Donnell is a third year MSISS 
student. Fun fact: Bríd has a fondness for 
unicorns and her secret obsessions are 
comic books and superheroes.

Kayleigh Newcom b

Kayleigh is final year Politics student - don’t ask her what her 
course started as. She likes to spend her summers touring kids 
around the southeast of England - a life choice which makes her 
friends question her sanity as they get second hand stress from 
the stories.

If there are any problems or tensions that arise throughout the year, feel free to report them to Kayleigh 
either by phone, facebook, email, or in person. All complaints will be treated in a confi dential, discreet 
manner, and all possible options will be discussed.

Ultimately, equity exists to ensure everyone always feels welcome, if anything within the society seems 
‘unequitable’, inaccessible, or makes you uncomfortable, let Equity know.

Whether it is to make an equity complaint, discuss an upsetting situation, or if you’d simply like to know 
a bit more about the society, or any aspect of its running, I’m always happy to meet for a coffee. (This is a 
lie, I don’t drink coffee, but I do like hot chocolate, fruit juice and chatting)
 
More details on equity in the Hist can be found in our equity policy at:  https://tcdhist.com/
equity/ 

Number : +353 87 056 0340
Email : equity@thehist.com

Equity 
Members of the Hist come from all backgrounds and have highly varying sets of beliefs, 
opinions, and experiences. While a diverse community is something the Hist  pride itself 
on, this clash of cultures and lifestyles can sometimes be a source of misunderstandings 
and confl icts; the role of Equity Offi cer is to prevent these situations, and to quickly resolve 
them if they arise.

Jack Williams is a second year BESS 
student who will be doing Economics and 
Politics next year. Jack unfortunately has 
an enclycopedia of information on tabs 
and previous competition winners which 
is just sad

Membership Deals
Pablo Picante’s* - €4.99 or €3.95 on the selected burritos in 
Aston Quay store, from 2pm until closing, Monday to Friday, all 
day Saturday and Sunday.
Somewhere? at Workman’s- €4 entry before 11pm
Everleigh- Complimentary entry before 11:30pm, Sunday to 
Wednesday
Mongolian BBQ- €13.00 All You Can Eat stir fry buffet
Camile- 15% off
Reads- 10% off
Wagamamas*- 20% off main menu, Monday to Thursday, valid 
until April 2020
Captain America’s*- BUY 1 GET 1 FREE ON MAIN MEALS 
(Monday - Friday) 
Wowburger*- €9.95 Student Meal Deal including burger, 
fries, and a drink
Tower Records*- 10% off
MUJI*- 10% off
The Midnight Disco*- Cheaplist Entry 
Bison Bar*- €9.95 lunch deal including Pulled Pork, Brisket or 
Sausage Sandwich, on side and a drink

*Terms and Conditions May Apply



EY Undergraduate and 
Graduate Opportunities 

NATURAL TALENT,  
DEVELOPED NATURALLY.

Visit eyirelandcareers.ey.com to apply

student. Fun fact: Bríd has a fondness for 

student who will be doing Economics and 

and previous competition winners which 



Hon Mems 
250th Testimonials

The Hist is a place where verbal combat is taught to highest of levels, a 
place where intellectual debate is rigorous yet immersed in humour, a place 
where differences of opinion are both celebrated and challenged, a place 
where I was taught to think on my feet and from where the foundations of 
my profession were built.  The friends I made in the Hist are still the ones 
who keep me on my toes, remind me to be true to myself and provide the 
best banter.  It was one of my favourite places at Trinity, its influence on 
me profound - teaching confidence, consideration and cerebral application.  
Long live the Hist and the amazing influence it has had on society and free 

thought - the world is a better place for its existence. - Caroline Haughey, QC
 Senior Barrister in Criminal Law 

I was at Trinity when the Troubles were breaking out in Northern Ireland. 

The Hist was the main forum for discussing the difficult issues of violence 

and identity which were thrown up in sharp relief at that time. That role, of 

forum for debate, is still of vital importance in the present age to distinguish 

false news from the true, substance from shadow. It is a great asset that 

Trinity enjoys in this vigorous debating society empowering young people 

to participate in debates, benefitting them in the way

scores of generations before them have done. It is no surprise that the Hist 

has had such sustained and continuing success in competitive debates 

against all comers.Donell Deeny
Member of the Court of Appeal of Northern Ireland

As a member of the Hist, I was immersed in debate on political and so-
cial issues, above all at that time the Northern Ireland question, and was 
exposed to the many strong and diverse opinions expressed by my fel-
low-members and by invited speakers. I became confident in my public 
speaking skills, which have been essential in my diplomatic career. And 
I got to know and became friendly with others, from a range of Depart-
ments, who have gone on to make major contributions to politics, public 
service, the law, academia and journalism.

Rory Montgomery
    Second Secretary General Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
 Director General of the European Union Division, with particular re-

sponsibility for the EU-UK negotiations



Follow Us: 

Website:  www.tcdhist.com

Instagram: @the_histagram

Facebook: Th eHist.Trinity

Twitter: @Th eHist
YouTube: TCDHist

Avalon Kennedy is a third year PPES student. Despite her department having 
the strangest name, all Avalon wants is for people to stop blinking in photos.

Avalon  Kennedy Astles
   Ellen McHugh
   Olivia Brady Ellen is a second year PPES student, and the committee’s token culchie. 

Despite being prone to small disasters, Ellen keeps her head up through a 
combination of copious amounts of tea and and numerous bad puns. Talk to 
her about economics or Harry Potter (or economics AND Harry Potter), but 
don’t mention “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child”. Seriously. Why was that 
allowed to be written?

Olivia Brady is a third year English Literature and French student. Olivia 
deems herself completely emotionless, except when it comes to taking great 
pictures and creating beautiful art.




